Application for recognition of Exemption

Under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code

Theosophical Society in Phoenix

EIN 80-0582829

Narrative Description and Explanations to Accompany IRS Form 1023

In this attachment, TSA refers to Theosophical Society in America.  TOS refers to the Theosophical Order of Service.

Part III, Required Provisions

Par 2b  The online form does not print clearly in this line.  The entry is “Page 1, Paragraph 5”.

Part IV, Narrative Description of Activities

The organization is formed and functions as a Study Center chartered by the Theosophical Society in America (TSA).  As such, the Secretary is the only required officer and is the principal contact with the parent Society.  Our activities consist mainly of members’ meetings and public lectures provided either by our own members or by guest speakers.  Members’ meetings are discussions, with or without reading passages, from books or articles of a theosophical, scientific or philosophical nature, that is, group study of metaphysical or scientific literature that helps one to understand the human condition and lead toward improvement in the general welfare.  We maintain a free lending library.  Emphasis is on reducing or eliminating human and animal suffering.  

At the time of this writing our membership is 18 and slowly growing.  We do not own any real property, but rent rooms for public meetings or have members’ meetings in our homes.

In addition to group study, we give such aid as we can to disadvantaged individuals or groups directly or through cash donations.  For example, in 2010 we made donations to Haiti earthquake victims through TSA, Chilean earthquake relief through TSA and locally to an elderly widow for critical financial relief.  We have also collected and distributed clothes and other survival items to American Indian groups.  In May of this year we delivered five complete computers to Crystal Boarding School on the Navajo Indian Reservation in New Mexico for free distribution to five students selected by the teacher.  This was a cooperative effort with Verde Valley Computer Club which is another non-profit corporation.

Please see enclosed brochures provided by TSA

Part V, Compensation

Par 5b  and 5c  We have no present or projected expenses for compensation.  If such expenses should arise, we will determine this by careful review and require approval by vote of the membership.

Par 7b  We may sell books or study materials to our Officers and Directors, but only at the same retail prices as to anyone else.

Part VI, Benefits

Par 1a and 1b  Services to both individuals and other organizations are the benefits of group study, free lectures, discounted book sales and occasional donations to the needy.  Ref: Part IV.

Part VIII, Specific Activities

Par 4a  We occasionally solicit donations through email to our members and/or mailing list and on our website for disaster relief or for specific projects of aid.

Par 4d  Fund raising is always in Arizona unless a member lives outside our area.  For example, we have one member who lives most of the year in Brazil and two who live in Washington State.  Our fund raising is always for a specific project and may be for a disaster or charitable/educational project of TSA or TOS.

Par 11  With approval of our Board of Directors, we would accept donations of these items either to be sold or, in the case of real property, to be used as our own headquarters and meeting place.  We have never had any such contributions.  It is possible that a donor would impose conditions, but we could agree to conditions only if they are within our stated purposes.

Par 13b  Such grants further education and/or survival.

Par 13d  We are a chartered subsidiary of TSA.  TOS is organizationally separate but is voluntarily supported by many of our members.

Par 13e  Our Secretarial and Treasury records identify all grants and donations.

Par 13f  Our selection process is through proposals at members’ meetings.

Par 13g  Our grants or donations are normally “one time only” and without conditions.  This activity is minor and infrequent.

Par 15  We are closely connected to TSA (our parent organization headquartered in Wheaton, IL) as a chartered Study Center.

Part IX Financial Data

A – Statement of Revenues and Expenses

Line 9  These figures are from book sales during 2010 and projected into the second, third and fourth years.

Line 15   These contributions were $100 to TSA for a fund to aid in Haiti earthquake relief, and $100 to TSA for Chilean earthquake relief.  Figures for the next three years are estimates.

Line 16   These expenses are for guest speakers.  In 2010 we had only one guest speaker who requested reimbursement for expenses ($50).  Figures for the next three years are estimates.

Line 23  Actual and anticipated miscellaneous office expenses as follows:

	First Completed Year
	Second Year
	Third Year
	Fourth Year

	Supplies 21.76

Copy Service 8.66

Postage 197.04

Special Purpose (purchase of a “white board”) for meetings 53.07

Refreshments at public meetings 30.00

Book Purchases for Resale 283.36

Web Hosting 120.00

Estimated additional expenses 200.00

TOTAL = $913.89
	Supplies 25.00

Copy Service 10.00

Postage 200.00

Refreshments at public meetings 30.00

Book Purchases for Resale 300.00

Web Hosting 120.00

Estimated additional expenses 200.00

TOTAL = $885.00
	Supplies 25.00

Copy Service 10.00

Postage 200.00

Refreshments at public meetings 30.00

Book Purchases for Resale 

300.00

Web Hosting 120.00

Estimated additional expenses 200.00

TOTAL = $885.00
	Supplies 25.00

Copy Service 10.00

Postage 200.00

Refreshments at public meetings 30.00

Book Purchases for Resale 

300.00

Web Hosting 120.00

Estimated additional expenses 200.00

TOTAL = $885.00


Prepared by:

L. Miles Standish, Treasurer

13 May 2011

